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a. How widespread is general knowledge about the history of the Holocaust 

and/or other genocides in your country? How is this knowledge most 

generally conveyed? School books? School curricula? Books, films, television, 

theatre, or other means? 

 

General knowledge about Holocaust in Armenia is not that widespread and definitely not 

as profound as knowledge about the history of Armenian Genocide. However, compared to the 

knowledge that Armenian people have about other genocides, Holocaust obviously is the most 

well known tragedy and crime against humanity. Asked about genocides, Armenians first reflect 

on their own history, and then refer to the genocide “that happened during WWII, the 

Holocaust,” which was “organized by Hitler against the Jews in Germany.” Most of the people 

would not recall any other genocide. Very rarely is the Rwandan Genocide mentioned by the 

generation that followed the politics of 1990s and learned from news accounts about the 

developments in Africa. But this knowledge is very limited, and depends on how interested 

various individuals are in that topic. It is even more astounding that the Stalin purges and its 

tremendous consequences have not become part of the knowledge about human rights violations 

among the Armenian people, and WWII as well as Stalin, the Soviet leader himself, are not 

associated with disaster and tyranny so much as with glorious Red army and the most powerful 

and victorious leader in history.   

Knowledge about the Holocaust and/or other genocides in Armenia is obtained mostly 

through films, and television. During my work at Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute I had 

many opportunities to discuss this question with representatives of various generations and 
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institutions. If the vast majority of tourists visiting the museum had learned about the Armenian 

Genocide after reading the book of Franz Werfel “The Forty Days of Musa Dagh,” most of the 

Armenians associated the Holocaust with the movies “Schindler’s List” and “The Pianist” and 

with various TV programs dedicated to history (only very few of them on Armenian television).   

 

b. How widespread is Holocaust and/or genocide education within your 

country? Is it part of the national, regional, or institutional curriculum or 

something that individual teachers can choose to teach? 

 

The education sector in Armenia is represented by two types of educational 

establishments: general (Preschool establishment and School) and professional (Preliminary 

Professional Educational Institution – Technical School; Middle Professional Educational 

Institute – College; Higher Education Institution (HEI)  – University, Institute, Academy and 

Conservatory).  Post-graduate studies are available within HEIs as well as in scientific institutes. 

In 2006 Armenia converted to a three level 12 year general education system having the 

following sequence: elementary school (4 years), middle school (5 years) and high school (3 

years).1 

Genocide and Holocaust education has not generally been part of national curriculum in 

Armenian schools. Although many Armenians have sufficient knowledge about the Armenian 

Genocide and it is part of their own history, they gain this knowledge not so much from school 

and from textbooks, as from family narratives, from books they choose to read (on individual 

                                                           
1 http://www.tempus.am/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1273&Itemid=294  

http://www.tempus.am/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1273&Itemid=294
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basis) out of personal curiosity, and finally from individual history teachers who consider it their 

duty to spend several class hours on this one topic and ensure that the students get the basic 

knowledge about the genocide. This, however, leads to various misunderstandings and 

misinterpretations. In addition, sometimes that turns the lesson into a ‘nationalist propaganda’ 

instead of an informative course.    

c. What research, reading materials and lesson plans including primary sources 

are available to teach about the Holocaust and/or other genocides? If you teach 

about other genocides in your country or institution, do you link it to the 

Holocaust? 

On higher, professional education level, in 2013 Yerevan State University with the 

Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute of NAS RA announced the start of “Genocide Studies” 

Master's program. The program is carried out at Yerevan State University, Institute for Armenian 

Studies. Initially it was including courses reflecting on different aspects of Armenian Genocide, 

such as historiography, socio-psychology, international law, international relations, cultural 

studies, gender studies, as well as a course titled History of Holocaust. The program also 

included language classes (Ottoman Turkish, Turkish, French, English, and German). However, 

it predominantly focuses on history of genocide now. If we check the schedule which is posted 

on the website of the program (unfortunately only in Armenian), it offers the following courses: 

1. Armenian Genocide and International Law, 

2. Armenian Genocide and the Armenian historiography, 

3. Armenian Genocide in context of and European historiography, 

4. Armenian Genocide in context of American historiography, 
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5. Armenian Question and History of the Armenian Genocide, 

6. Genocide Theory, 

7. Comparative Genocide Studies, 

8.  Informational Technologies and Genocide Studies and Research 

9. Languages – English, Turkish.2 

This list demonstrates that many courses initially planned to be included in the schedule, 

have not found a place in the final draft yet, and we still need to develop more overwhelming and 

diverse curriculum for such a Master’s program that is called “Genocide Studies.”   

 

d. How are the Holocaust and/or other genocides taught within your country 

and/or institution? What frameworks are used? Is it linked to a Human Rights 

curriculum or broader genocide prevention perspectives? If so, please explain 

how. 

Genocide education has become a major topic of discussion recently in Armenia. These 

developments are tightly connected with the coming centenary of the Armenian Genocide in 

2015.  As mentioned before, at school (general education) there are no separate courses 

dedicated to Holocaust and/or other genocides.  In high school, at grade 9, students learn about 

the Holocaust in their textbook (Modern History) in context of WWII. There is also a 

supplementary or additional textbook for teaching “History of the Armenian Question”3 which is 

offered in case there is a room for that course in the schedule.  

                                                           
2 http://masters.armeniansgenocide.am/am/Schedule_Schedule  
3 Rubina Peroomian, History of the Armenian Question. For Grade 9-10. Yerevan, 2002. 

http://masters.armeniansgenocide.am/am/Schedule_Schedule
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To promote genocide education and help school teachers to obtain more knowledge and 

relevant skills in this important subject, the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, the center for 

regional and political studies “Prospectus” NGO, and the Youth Foundation of Armenia as a 

partner organization of RA president, are organizing a summer school for Armenian history 

teachers “How to Teach the Topic of the Armenian Genocide” in July 2014 for the first time. 

High school history teachers from Armenia and Diaspora can participate in the program. 

“Knowledge acquired during the summer school will be implemented in the teaching process. 

The teachers will have the opportunity to transmit the acquired skills to the teachers, from 

Yerevan and other regions of Armenia, who did not participate in the course…In this framework 

the teachers will have the opportunity to raise and clarify contradictory and uncertain issues and 

participate in outlining new guidelines intended to provide innovative and modern approaches to 

presenting the topic of the Armenian Genocide.” 4 

 The draft of the program that I requested from the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute 

exclusively for this report includes the following topics: 

1. The peculiarities of Genocide education for various age groups; 

2. The usage of visual material (photography and films, etc.) while teaching the Armenian 

Genocide; 

3. The frequent omissions in teaching the Armenian Genocide; 

4. Teaching Armenian Genocide and History of Holocaust: a comparative and the 

importance of correct emphases.5     

 

                                                           
4 http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/22.05.2014.php#sthash.JvAWVHmX.dpuf  
5 Draft of “How to Teach the Topic of the Armenian Genocide” summer school program. 

http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/22.05.2014.php#sthash.JvAWVHmX.dpuf
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e. What are the specific challenges of teaching about the Holocaust and/or other 

genocides in your country? What do you see as best strategies for combating 

Holocaust and genocide denial in your country?  

 

Though there is no developed and overwhelming curriculum of Holocaust and Genocide 

studies within Armenian educational system yet, denial in Armenia has never been an issue and 

the main problem connected with the denial of genocide that the country faces is the Armenian 

Genocide denial by modern Turkish state and various scholars from different parts of the world. 

Knowing exactly what the denial can cause, what consequences it may have (trigger hatred, 

desire and even attempts of revenge, etc.) for the victim side, how it can affect the society of the 

denier (revisionism, lack of knowledge, myths, etc.) and become an obstacle for possible 

reconciliation and normalization of inter-state and international relations, Armenian Genocide 

Museum as well as any other institution offering a course or a lecture concerning the topic of 

genocide studies emphasizes the importance of combating any forms of denial.  

Indeed, as Gregory Stanton classifies it “Denial is the eighth stage that always follows a 

genocide. It is among the surest indicators of further genocidal massacres. The perpetrators of 

genocide dig up the mass graves, burn the bodies, try to cover up the evidence and intimidate the 

witnesses. They deny that they committed any crimes, and often blame what happened on the 

victims. They block investigations of the crimes, and continue to govern until driven from power 

by force, when they flee into exile. There they remain with impunity, like Pol Pot or Idi Amin, 

unless they are captured and a tribunal is established to try them. The response to denial is 

punishment by an international tribunal or national courts. There the evidence can be heard, and 
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the perpetrators punished. Tribunals like the Yugoslav or Rwanda Tribunals, or an international 

tribunal to try the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, or an International Criminal Court may not deter 

the worst genocidal killers. But with the political will to arrest and prosecute them, some may be 

brought to justice.”6   

Taking into account the role of media in conveying the knowledge about genocide and 

preventing any misinterpretations and denial, another summer school called “How to Cover 

Armenian Genocide Issues” will be organized by the center for regional and political studies 

“Prospectus” NGO, the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute and the Youth Foundation of 

Armenia as a partner organization of RA president for journalists from Armenia and Diaspora. 

“The program aims at transmitting fundamental knowledge on the topic of the Armenian 

Genocide to journalists, clarifying a number of complex and controversial issues, outlining 

methods to cope with the Turkish denial policy, as well as promoting dialogue between scholars 

and the public through journalists… Participation in this course will help to create a network of 

journalists, who, specializing in this subject can receive and deliver scholarly information 

concerning the Armenian Genocide more effectively to Armenian and international 

community.”7 It is worth mentioning, that this program includes a course about peculiarities of 

representation of Holocaust in foreign media as well.    

 

 

 

                                                           
6 http://www.genocidewatch.org/aboutgenocide/8stagesofgenocide.html  
7 http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/20.05.2014.php#sthash.0OQUyf35.dpuf  

http://www.genocidewatch.org/aboutgenocide/8stagesofgenocide.html
http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/20.05.2014.php#sthash.0OQUyf35.dpuf
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f. What do you - as educators who engage into teaching about the Holocaust 

and/or other genocides - currently lack in resources, training, or expertise? 

Working at the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute I used to give tours and recount 

the historical details of the Armenian Genocide to thousands of visitors of various backgrounds 

from Armenia as well as from great variety of countries. I consider it as important part of 

Armenian Genocide education both for students and for teachers that use to bring large groups of 

students there and make sure that everyone follows the tour and asks questions at the end. 

However, even at the museum, first, there was lack of information about the Holocaust and other 

genocides (which will be improved after the re-opening of the museum soon, because the new 

exhibition will provide information about other genocides and crimes against humanity as well), 

and second, even the exhibition about the Armenian Genocide needed a new approach, modern 

technological solutions, which is expected from the new and larger exhibition.  

   As a doctoral student at Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies of Clark 

University, I will be a teaching assistant for a course called “Introduction to History of 

Genocide” providing students with a comparative perspective that highlights both theory and 

concrete examples of genocide (the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust, Yugoslavia, Cambodia, 

Africa, Great Lake Region with a focus on Rwanda, Darfur, and Congo), as well as discussing 

the problem of prevention of Genocide. Developing my teaching skills through those kinds of 

courses and attending workshops like the Salzburg Global Seminar offers, I hope to enrich my 

knowledge and then share that experience with my colleagues in Armenia and if possible, assist 

them in overcoming the obstacles and filling the gaps in Holocaust and genocide education in 

Armenia.  


