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Estonia – some facts

• Parliamentary republic

• Independence - 1918, 
restored - 1991

• 45 339 km2

• 1,3 million inhabitants

• Density: 29,3 people/km2

• Nato and EU: 2004

• Neighbours: Finnland, 
Sweden, Latvia, Russia.



- Difficult economic situation

- High crime rate, organized crime

- Old legislation, practices

- Death penatly til 1998, last execution 1991

- Camp type, overcrowded, poorly staffed prisons

- Alternative sanctions and measures not inplace 
nor effective

Starting point in 1990-ties



Results: registered crime (per year)



Results: prison population



Results: juvenile and young 
prisoners
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Results: new prisons (3)



Results: probation(+prisons)

Source: https://www.kriminaalpoliitika.ee/kuritegevus2021/
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Result: concerns about crime

Is crime the main concern for the country (%)

Estonia

EU average

Source: https://www.kriminaalpoliitika.ee/et/statistika-ja-uuringud/kuritegevus-probleemina-eurobaromeetri-jargi

http://ec.europa.eu/COMMFrontOffice/PublicOpinion/#p=1&instruments=STANDARD
https://www.kriminaalpoliitika.ee/et/statistika-ja-uuringud/kuritegevus-probleemina-eurobaromeetri-jargi


Some elements to success

- Work with public perception!

- Modernisation of legislation, focus on criminal 
juctice workforce

- Total prison reform from staff to buildings –
oldest prison now from 2002 

- Focus on alternatives to imprisonment, starting 
probation service, social services integration

- International support, thrive to EU membership, 
learning from best practices



Thank you!


