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New Life for a Buried Stream: Restoring New Brunswick’s Lyell’s Brook

Proposal Overview

The last two hundred years have not been kind to New Brunswick’s historic Lyell’s Brook. In 1716, Middlesex 
County Commissioners began the process of covering the waterway with roadways, following part of “ye An-

waters. Maps from the 1850s reveal a new name for the waterway:“Tan Pit Brook.” In the ensuing years Lyell’s 

our City’s maps.

pipes. Erosion of the retaining walls in Willow Grove cemetery and the nearby Tabernacle Church property are 

-
-

-

Our goal is to create a new pathway and restore green space between our downtown core and the Raritan Riv-
er following the original course of Lyell’s Brook. We propose to restore New Brunswick’s historic Lyell’s Brook 

-

-
als, we expect that in some areas this would entail actual hydraulic diversions where they are most needed to 

-

-

-

not only of completed open spaces in our community, but of equity in process.

Historical path of the now buried Lyell’s Brook

Green Infrastructure Corri-
dors could capture un-
derused green space in the 
city for public enjoyment, 
stormwater management 
and safer access to the 
Raritan River
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Lyell’s Brook Recreated: A Green Infrastructure Corridor to the Raritan River
Programming: Using the Spaces

Daily Use

Lyell’s Brook Corridor as 
Living Learning Laboratory

In the past two years Rail Arts River Partners have:

school systems

· Engaged students in summer enrichment programs that expose stu-
dents to STEAM curriculum.

science, stewardship, and community health using Lyell’s Brook and 
the surrounding area as a research laboratory. One program focused 
on learning from the landscape to understand how watersheds work, 

-

opportunity for using the Lyell’s brook corridor in more dynamic ways 

Lyell’s Brook Corridor
We view Lyell’s Brook as a place where students of all ages can experience 

Proposal to use Lyell’s Brook Corridor for 

Rail-Arts-River Partners are currently seeking funding for a new immersive 

-
one to access and add to the communal stores of knowledge about nature. 

-
-

of the local environment, and for big-data projects that can lead to new 
discoveries about the natural world.

of nature a part of everyday life, and they will understand how even today ordi-
nary people can generate new data and understandings about the natural world. 

twist: the audience would be invited to "perform" with period actors to consider the 

Brunswick and the Willow Grove cemetery. 
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Phasing
-

ridor path and green infrastructure is roughly delineated by 
the drawings that follow in this set. Sub-projects include:

2. Crossing at Roosevelt School

4. Gateway, “Reading Room” and Ramp behind the New

5. Willow Grove Green Infrastructure and Path

7. George Street Crossing

9. Promise Garden Path and Green Infrastructure
10. Nielson Street Crossing

12. Riverside Hope Manor Community Center

Overpass to Boyd Park

Partnering
The Rail - Arts - River partnership has shared its work with 

-
Co, the City of New Brunswick Environmental Commission 
and the City of New Brunswick Parks & Gardens Commis-
sion, Middlesex County, New Brunswick Cultural Center and

schedule, each area presents the opportunity to make the 
pathway responsive to landowner and adjacent property 
needs. Groups with interest in adjacent areas would be wel-

as: the Roosevelt School, the developer of the New Street 
-

low Grove Cemetery, Welden and George Street neighbors, 
Elijah’s Promise and Promise Gardeners, the Abundant Life 
Church and the Riverside Community.

that build, maintain, or restore Camden’s green infrastructure. 
Members provide direct service to tackle pressing environ-

project such as building and maintaining rain gardens, porous 
surfaces, rain barrels, and much more. Members will also 

restoring public lands through invasive species removal. Ad-
-

 
-

Terms : 
-

hours. 

Service Areas : 
-

Skills : 
Environment, Team Work.”

-
corps-camden
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-

-

Street, to both maximize stormwater capture and open this space to the 
public.

“Complete Streets” 

New Brunswick and Middlesex County are at the forefront of “Complete 

Livingston Avenue with stormwater management. A “Complete Streets” 
approach may involve table-topping, curb cuts and other safety features 

exercises.

Green Streets Diagram
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Free Public Library

Guest 
House

-

history and present a future vision for New Brunswick’s environmental 

-

improvement as a new and driving industry for the City of New Bruns-
wick.
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Outdoor “Reading Room” Precedents:
New York Public Library and German 

Free Public Library

-

-

House

cemetery landscape and the changes proposed for Livingston Avenue 

ecologically detailed walk along the cemetery’s edge. These changes 
may include e.g. wall improvements, green infrastructure, and rain gar-

area.

Ramp Gateway to the Lyell’s Brook Pathway and Gardens

Outdoor Reading 
Room
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Mount Olivet Cemetery Rain Garden Project, Catholic Cemetery

George Street

At the other side of the cemetery is a wonderful low point in the land-
scape. There are abundant wetland plants, and the oldest graves in the 

-

this great municipal historical resource and much needed green space.

Atlanta; Credit: Krista Turner Photography
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“Bridging” over George Street

-

with the Church to use these spaces temporarily as a path for low 

parking lot to increase parking spaces and also stabilizing the adjacent 
eroding hillside. If this space is eventually developed, we could easily 

Street and Elijah’s Promise’s Promise Garden. The idea is to make a 

- Stormwater and Art at a community garden in Philadelphia
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Tabletop 

Promise Community 
Garden

“Pop-Up” Temporary Gardens

Temporary Rain Gardens, meadows, gathering spaces and paths can 

-
-

Nielson.
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-

-
cant swaths of Green Infrastructure in the neighboring streets. The idea 
is to trace a pathway through community center area, across Riverside 

stormwater capture. The pathway would terminate at the stairway that 
leads up to the New Street Bridge, bringing it up to and through Boyd 
Park.

Boyd
Park

John Street

Playground

Community Center 
Rain Gardens

Water pump playground
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 Concrete: $7,800          Avg.: $4,766

 Cost: $40,000

 Cost: $60,000

 Cost: $20,000

$160,000

“Complete Street”

Total Streetscape: $140,000

Cost: TBD
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Gateway to the Lyell’s Brook Path

 Asphalt: $15,600

 Cost: $40,000

 Cost: $100,000
Ramp: 
Retaining Wall: $75,000
Paving: $7,200

 Cost: $150,000

 Cost: $40,000

 Cost: $6,000

$ 464,000
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Green Infrastructure Path

 Asphalt: $20,800

 Cost: $20,000

 Cost: $160,000

 Cost: $120,000

 Cost: $60,000

 Cost: 8,000
Total GI Path: $400,000

Cost: $90,000
Green Infrastructure Stormwater Mgmt.:
6,000 sf
Cost: $120,000

$10,000
$220,000
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