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op-ed style article for our website
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otollast@salzburgglobal.org.
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Hot Topic:
“How can other sectors more effectively
collaborate with hospitals in support of
better health?”
Tomás De La Rosa and Mirva Villa

you say ‘health,’ it is not
“onlyWhen
about the disease. It means
the life of the whole person. For
example, some countries they suffer
from malnutrition: so when you say
malnutrition... we mean the minister
of agriculture should intervene, the
minister of local governments should
intervene... you will find in most
families they are malnutritioned
because they have many, many children
that they cannot manage – that’s
where even the minister of family can
intervene. So you can see that many,
many [sectors] like agriculture - even
finance [and] family. All those sectors
should intervene for the better health
of the people.
The first thing is to identify that gap
that there is a need for all those sectors
to intervene. Then, there should be a
way to make awareness to the decisionmakers who represent those different
sectors that they should be aware of
those programs, and that they should
come together and try to find solutions
together as all those clusters.

Juan Pablo Uribe
Director-general of the Fundación Santa Fe
de Bogotá, Colombia
leaders from any sector, if
“theyI think
stop to think about it for very
long, should analyze the way in which
their work helps, or hinders, people
from living the healthiest possible
life. Once they’ve identified the way in
which their work can help people live
healthier lives in their communities on
the ground, then I think it’s a natural
next step to turn to hospitals in the
community, who are often viewed as
leaders, to start a dialogue about, “Here
are the ways that our sector, our part of
the economy, works upstream in ways
that can keep people healthy.” How
can we partner with hospitals who see
the downstream consequences of the
decisions other sectors make? So I’d
start with the conversation about the
role every sector plays in health.

”

Anne Weiss
Managing director at the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, USA

”

Marcel Uwizeye
Chief medical officer and director general of
Masaka District Hospital, Rwanda
Ideally, all other sectors should
“understand
the determinants of health
and how their actions, their behavior,
or lack of actions and behavior, change
the health status of their population.
With that understanding, they could
anticipate both opportunities for
improving health status or risks that
could affect health status. Exchanging
that information and that collaboration
with the health care network - not
only hospitals but all the health care
network - we could come together as
a society to better take advantage of
those positive elements to improve
health status, as well as advance
mitigating actions to reduce risks that
are inherent from those activities in
other sectors.

”

Want to join the conversation?
Tweet @SalzburgGlobal using the hashtag
#SGShealth
Have an opinion on any of our hot topics
this week?
Email Salzburg Global Seminar
Communication Associate
(otollast@salzburgglobal.org)

#FacesOfLeadership
a lot of things that inspire
“meThere’s
to do the work that I do, but the
major thing is to collaborate with
the community health workers. They
provide primary health care to the
population: that is life-saving care
for mothers, newborns, and children
under five. Recently they also started
treating malaria in adults. So they
do a lot, and their work actually
contributes a significant percentage
to the reduction of deaths and all
other health indicators that are
handled in secondary and tertiary
levels.
I have a passion for working with
them, training them, supervising
them, mentoring them and
evaluating them – and then finally
incentivizing them.
It gives me the satisfaction that I
have done a lot for the community
health workers, who also do a lot to
improve the health of the population
in general...
The major thing is that when
you work with those people at the
grassroots, they actually appreciate
everything that is being done for
them. Social protection – be it in
health, be it in other things in terms
of rural development – is at the
bottom of my heart.

”

Denis Nkunda
Community health specialist working
with the Ministry of Health under the
Directorate of Planning, Health Financing
and Information Systems, Rwanda

