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FacuLTy (cHaiR)

Klaus Mueller (Chair) is an international consultant (kmlink Consultancy) for museums, 

foundations and NGOs, as well as for book and film projects. Based in Berlin, he works 

for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, as the Museum’s 

Representative for Europe on the core themes of Holocaust documentation and education, 

Antisemitism today and genocide prevention. During the conception of the Museum’s 

permanent exhibition, Dr. Mueller, an expert on the persecution of homosexuals under 

Nazi rule, served as a consultant, researching and overseeing the inclusion of material 

documenting the experiences of homosexuals under Nazism. He co-curated the Museum’s 

exhibition on Anne Frank the Writer: An unfinished Story and developed Do you remember 

when, an online exhibit recording the life of a Jewish Youth in Nazi Berlin. Since 2009, he 

is part of the US delegation to the Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust 

Education, Remembrance, and Research. Dr. Mueller taught film history at the University 

of Amsterdam and has worked as an independent filmmaker. He was the initiator, research 

director and associate producer of the award-winning film Paragraph 175 (2000), which 

profiles gay survivors of Nazi persecution, and assistant director of But I was a Girl (1999), 

documenting the life of lesbian Dutch resistance fighter and conductor Frieda Belinfante. 

Among other publications, he published two books in Dutch, portraying Dutch gay men 

and women in the Resistance and documenting current research on the Nazi persecution of 

homosexuals. Based on these publications, he developed an exhibition for the Netherlands 

(2006-2012) which was redeveloped on behalf of the South African Holocaust & Genocide 

Foundation and opened in 2013 in Cape Town. He has published various articles in 

international museum journals and in 2005 served as guest editor for the American museum 

journal Curator’s issue on museums and globalization. He is a founding board member of the 

ICOM International Committee of Memorial Museums. Dr. Mueller holds a Ph.D. in sociology 

and a master’s degree in German literature and philosophy, both from the University 

of Muenster, Germany. Since 2010 he serves as the chair of the Salzburg Global Seminar 

Initiative on Holocaust Education and Genocide Prevention.

FacuLTy

tamara adrián is a Venezuelan lawyer. She is also a professor at the Andrés Bello 

Catholic University and at the Central University of Venezuela, teaching torts and contracts, 

commercial law, corporations, capital markets, international contracts, consumers’ law and 

general theory of law. She is the author of many articles and books relating to the issues 

she teaches, as well as LGTTTBI law. As a transsexual lesbian woman, she is constantly 

aiming at the recognition and protection of the civil and human rights of lesbian, gays, 

transsexual, transgender and intersexual people. As a feminist woman, she is part of the 

women’s movement of Venezuela, and she has been involved in all the fights concerning 

protection of women rights. She has been a lecturer in both LGBTTTI and gender legal 

issues, in Venezuela, Colombia, Switzerland, France, Argentina, Peru, Italy, among other 

countries. Ms. Adrián is the author of a draft Gender Identity Law, a Civil Partnership Law, 

a Non Discrimination Law and a Civil Registry Law, submitted—but not discussed—to the 

National Assembly of Venezuela. Ms. Adrián graduated from the Andrés Bello Catholic 

University in Caracas and obtained a doctorate in law from Paris 2 University, France, as 

well as a diploma in comparative law from the Paris Institute of Comparative Law, France.

 

lola amaria is an actress, film maker and producer concerned with the issue of 

minority and human rights. She is currently working as the founder and program director 

of Kresna Duta Foundation, a foundation that occupies itself with human rights by doing 

advocacy through audio visuals. Ms. Amaria currently does research on LGBT, trafficking 

and woman issues. Her own personal objective in her work is to strive to create meaningful 

movies through humanitarian and psychological values. She received many achievement 

for her movie Minggu Pagi di Victoria Park.

Georges azzi has been a sexual rights activists since 2002. He is one of the founders 

and was the executive director of Helem, the first Lebanese LGBT organization in the 

MENA region, as well as of MARSA, a sexual health clinic in Beirut. Together with United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and UNAID has has organized educational programs for 

HIV Palestinian men. Mr. Azzi is currently the executive director of the Arab Foundation 

for Freedoms and Equality. He is also a member of the NGO Advisory Committee of the 

Hirschfield-Edds Foundation that provides concrete assistance, through international 

networking and cooperation with partner organizations in the global South and Eastern 

Europe, for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersexual (LGBTI) people under threat. 

Travis S.K. Kong is an associate professor of the Department of Sociology and director 

of a masters programs in Media, Culture and Creative Cities at the University of Hong 

Kong. He primarily teaches gender, sexuality, media and cultural studies. His main research 

interests include Chinese homosexuality and masculinity, prostitution in Hong Kong 

and China, transnational Chinese sexuality and social implications of HIV/AIDS. To date, 

his articles have appeared in books, encyclopedias, and journals, e.g., “Body & Society,” 

“Sexualities, Gender, Work and Organization,” “Deviant Behavior,” “Critical Asian Studies,” 

“The Lancet,” and “AIDS Care.” He is the author of Chinese Male Homosexualities: Memba, 

Tongzhi and Golden Boy (Routledge, 2011). He is co-editor of journal “Sexualities: Studies 

in Culture and Society”and is a member of international editorial board of journals such 

as “darkmatters: in the ruins of imperial culture”and “Journal of Sociology.” He is also 

involved with local NGOs concerning HIV/AIDS, media and culture, and sexuality.
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yinhe li is professor at the Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. 

Her main publications include Sexuality and Marriage in China (1991), Their World: a Study of 

Homosexuality in China (1992, Cosmos Press, Hong Kong, coauthor), Procreation and Chinese 

Village Culture (1993, Oxford University Press, Hong Kong), Sexuality and Love of Chinese 

Women (1996, Oxford University Press, Hong Kong), Rising Power of the Women (1997, Chinese 

Social Science Press), Subculture of Homosexuality (1998, China Today Press), Subculture of 

Sadomasochism” (1998, China Today Press), “On Sexuality，Chinese”(1999, Youth Press), 

”Foucault and Sexuality” (2001, Shandong People’s Press), “Feminism”(2003, Wunan Press, 

Taiwan), “Gender Relation”(2004, Wunan Press, Taiwan), and “On Gender” (2007, Qingdao 

Press). Dr. Li holds a Ph.D. from the department of sociology, University of Pittsburgh, USA.

Zanele Muholi captures the lives and love of Black lesbians in post-Apartheid South 

Africa and had her first solo exhibition at the Johannesburg Art Gallery in 2004. She has 

worked as a community relations officer for the Forum for the Empowerment of Women 

and as a photographer and reporter for Behind the Mask, an online magazine on lesbian and 

gay issues in Africa. Her solo exhibition Only half the Picture, travelled to the Market Photo 

Workshop in Johannesburg and the Afrovibes Festival in Amsterdam. In 2008, she had 

a solo show at Le Case d’Arte, Milan, and in 2009 she exhibited alongside Lucy Azubuike 

at the CCA Lagos, Nigeria. Ms. Muholi completed an advanced photography course at the 

Market Photo Workshop, South Africa, and holds an M.F.A. in documentary media from 

Ryerson University, Toronto. She recently attended Salzburg Global Seminar Session 502, 

Power in Whose Palm? The Digital Democratization of Photography in February 2013.

Kasha Jacqueline Nabagesera is the executive director of Freedom and Roam 

Uganda. She works as a queer feminist, fighting for the rights of LGBT persons not only in 

Uganda but in Africa as a whole. In 2010, she was elected the most inspiring queer woman 

in the world by the Velvetpark Magazine, which described her as a “Braveheart.” In 2011, as 

the world was celebrating 100 years of International Womens’ Day, she was listed on the 

Women Deliver 100 list, as well as among the 50 most inspiring Feminists women in Africa. 

In the same year, Ms. Nabagesera was awarded The Martin Ennals Award for Human Rights 

Defenders, which is often considered as the Nobel Price for human rights and is chosen by 

a jury of ten leading international human rights organizations. Even in the wake of the 

pending Anti-Homosexuality Bill in the Parliament, she has continued to live in Uganda 

and is currently suing the government for the continuous closure of LGBT gatherings. An 

accountant by profession, Ms. Nabagesera changed careers by acquiring a Human Rights 

Advocacy diploma from Human Rights Education Associates in Massachusetts, USA.

Sibongile Ndashe is an international human rights lawyer. She has worked as a public 

interest lawyer for the past 14 years. First as a domestic lawyer in South Africa working 

for two of the largest public interest litigation organizations, the Legal Resources Centre 

and the Women’s Legal Centre focusing on women’s rights and then as a researcher at the 

South African Constitutional Court. Since joining Interights over six years ago, her work 

has focused on regional human rights litigation before the African Commission on human 

and peoples’ with a focus on discrimination. She also works with domestic lawyers from 

a range of African countries and provides technical legal assistance to lawyers litigating 

before national courts. She has worked to support regional and domestic movements that 

try to litigate sexual orientation and gender identity matters before domestic courts. She 

favors an incremental approach to decriminalization of laws that prohibit same-sex sex. 

To this end, she has worked to establish The African LGBTI Rights Lawyers Network, and 

ALRILaN, a network aimed at supporting lawyers who are litigating SOGI cases. She also 

provides legal support to movements working before the African Human Rights Systems to 

advance the rights of LGBTI people. Ms. Ndashe holds a B.Proc. and L.L.B. degree from the 

University of the Western Cape, South Africa. 

Marc Pachter is director-at-large at the Smithsonian Institution, and former interim 

director of the National Museum of American History, as well as director emeritus of the 

National Portrait Gallery, Washington, DC. In his two periods at the National Portrait 

Gallery, 1974-1989, and as director, 2000-2008, he worked to develop the gallery as the 

nation’s museum of biography. In this capacity he organized two symposia, edited Telling 

Lives: The Biographer’s art, and became the Smithsonian’s premier interviewer. As an author 

and editor with a particular interest in cultural history and biography, Dr. Pachter has 

interviewed many prominent individuals about the shape of their lives as they have come 

to understand it. He has been featured in the TED series of lectures on the subject of “The 

Art of the Interview.” Dr. Pachter was a faculty member at Salzburg Global Seminar Session 

434, The “Telling of Lives”: Biography as a Mirror on Society, in 2006, and chair of Session 387, 

Museums in the 21st Century.

Josephine Shaw is a trans activist and helped found the campaigning group Trans 

Media Watch (TMW) in 2009. TMW aims to encourage the UK media to portray transgender 

and intersex people with ‘accuracy, dignity and respect’ and works with the press, radio, 

TV, government and media regulators. In 2011, a Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed with UK broadcaster Channel 4, opening the way for innovative programming 

and the appearance this year of Britain’s first ever transgender TV presenter, Paris Lees. 

Ms. Shaw led ground-breaking research for Channel 4 into the response of the trans 

community to television portrayal (‘Ten Trans Lives’), and also built relationships with TV 

regulator Ofcom and the BBC through TMW’s ‘Insult with Impunity - How the transgender 

community experiences the media’ project. Ms. Shaw withdrew from her formal role with 

TMW in 2012 but continues to be active in support of the rights of transgender and intersex 

people, with a particular interest in fighting damaging portrayal in the media. She also 

works with the UK’s only charity devoted to supporting transgender children and their 

families. She graduated from the University of Leeds with a B.A. in international history 

and politics and is a director at an international brand and research consultancy. 
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Vuth lyno is an artist, curator and artistic director of Sa Sa Art Projects – a Phnom Penh 

community-based, knowledge-sharing platform and experimental art program. Mr. Vuth’s 

artistic practice encompasses photography and sound and is primarily participatory in 

nature, engaging specific Cambodian communities and the cultures unique to them. Two 

notable projects – Thoamada (2011) and Thoamada II (2013) – communicate issues of identity, 

representation, memory and social structure within Cambodian LGBT communities. Mr. 

Vuth’s curatorial practice currently considers community and notions of the alternative. 

He was a visual art curator for 2012’s Cambodian Youth Arts Festival. He is also a curatorial 

assistant for IN RESIDENCE, the Visual Art Program of Season of Cambodia, NYC. In 2013, 

he was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to complete an M.F.A. degree in art history in the 

United States.

RESOuRcE SPEciaLiSTS:

Carla la Gata has been active in several social movements since the mid-1980s. Since 

the late 1990s she combined social activism with academic work focussing on trans-

activism. She is a founding member of the Transgender Network Berlin and chairperson of 

its Scientific Advisory Board, founding member of the online journal Liminalis – Journal 

for Sex/Gender Emancipation and Resistance and Editorial Board member of the academic 

journal Transgender Studies Quarterly (TSQ). In 2009, Ms. La Gata initiated TGEU’s 

Transrespect versus Transphobia Worldwide (TvT) research project. She is co-author of 

“Transrespect versus Transphobia Worldwide - A Comparative Review of the Human-

rights Situation of Gender-variant/Trans People.” She holds a Ph.D. and an M.A. in cultural 

anthropology from the Free University of Berlin, and she wrote her Ph.D. thesis on gender-

variant/trans communities in Brazil, Germany and the United States.

raj thamotheram is a well-recognized thought-leader in the field of long-term, 

sustainable investing. He has led ESG teams, first at The Universities Superannuation 

Scheme, and then at AXA Investment Managers. Dr. Thamotheram is now an independent 

consultant focusing on the opportunities and threats related to man-made blackswan 

events, which are increasing in frequency and impact. He is president of The Network for 

Sustainable Financial Market, co-founder of Preventable Surprises and the Positive Deviants 

Club and an independent adviser, mainly to asset owners. He writes a regular column in 

“Investment & Pensions Europe” and has been nominated by Global Proxy Watch, as “one 

of the 10 most influential figures in the corporate governance field.” Prior to working in 

the London, he was a consultant in corporate responsibility, worked in NGOs and originally 

trained and practiced as a medical doctor. Dr. Thamotheram was a faculty member at 

Salzburg Global Seminar Session 497, Value vs. Profit: Recalculating ROI in Financial and Social 

Terms, in 2012.

Lousewies van der Laan is chef de cabinet of the president of the International 

Criminal Court in The Hague. She is a former member of the Netherlands Parliament 

(leader of the Dutch Democratic Party D66) and the European Parliament, where she was 

spokeswoman on human rights. Previously, she worked for the European Commission 

in Brussels and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in London. She 

has also worked as a consultant in international affairs. Ms. Van der Laan holds various 

charitable and advisory positions at United World Colleges, Women on Top, Youth for 

Understanding and UNISCA. She received a law degree from Leiden University and a 

diploma in international relations from Johns Hopkins University’s School for Advanced 

International Studies in Bologna. She is currently on maternity leave and living in 

Slovenia. Ms. Van der Laan served as a faculty member at Salzburg Global Seminar’s Global 

Citizenship Program in 2011.

GuEST LEcTuRER

Markus löning serves as the German federal government commissioner for Human 

Rights Policy and Humanitarian Aid at the Federal Foreign Office since 2010. Prior to 

that he was a member of the German Bundestag for the Free Democratic Party (FDP) and 

acted as both development policy spokesman and European policy spokesman for the FDP 

parliamentary group. He was also the president of the FDP Berlin. Previously he was owner 

and manager of advertising agencies in Mannheim and Berlin. Mr. Löning holds an M.A. in 

political science from Heidelberg University.

Dennis van der Veur is the head of the sector “Equality” at the European Union 

Agency for Fundamental Rights. His areas of expertise include equality, LGBT, hate 

crime, civil society and networking. Previously he was adviser to the Council of Europe’s 

Commissioner for Human Rights and Monitoring Officer at the OSCE Office of Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR). He is the author of several articles including 

“Homosexuality in South Eastern Europe,” HIVOS/COC Netherlands, 2003, and “EU 

Enlargement: a gay perspective - Report on the position of lesbian women and gay men 

in EU accession countries” (ed.), Anne Vondeling Stichting, 2001. He also co-authored an 

article on “Hate crimes against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons and the 

policy response of international governmental organisations,” Netherlands Quarterly of 

Human Rights, vol. 27 no. 4 (December 2009). He has postgraduate degrees in educational 

sciences from the University of Amsterdam and in human rights/democratization from the 

European Inter University Centre, Venice, Italy.

http://www.sasaart.info
http://www.sasabassac.com/artists/vuthlyno/vuth_2011_thoamada.htm
http://www.sasabassac.com/artists/vuthlyno/vuth_2013_thoamadaii.htm
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PaRTiciPanTS

Ajub Asfinawati is a lawyer for public interest litigation. She has been focusing her 

advocacy on pluralism. Previously, Dr. Asfinawati worked in Jakarta Legal Aid. She is 

also part of the advocacy team “Religious and Belief Alliance” (AKBB) East Java and does 

monitoring work for violence and discrimination against LGBTI. Dr. Asfinawati graduated 

with a law degree from the University of Indonesia.

Nazeeha ali is the Bahrain correspondent for Radio Monte Carlo (Bahrain Office) and 

France 24 (a French TV broadcaster). She also works as a correspondent for the AlSafir 

newspaper and conducts freelance work for ITN & the BBC. Her work covers politics, society 

and human rights – most notably Ms. Saeed was heavily involved in the coverage of the 

events in Bahrain during the uprising in 2011. She also works closely with international 

organizations to defend the freedom of the media in Bahrain and the rights of journalists. 

She is a member and former-president of the Bahrain International Circuit Media Club, 

member of the Bahrain Journalists Association, the Red Crescent Society, and the Al Reef 

Women Society. She is also a founding member of the Al Shabeeba Youth Society and 

Bahrain Correspondent Club. 

Paola amadei has been the head of the EU Delegation in Jamaica and to Belize, the 

Bahamas, Turks and Caicos and the Cayman Islands since January 2012. Previously she was 

the head of the EU Delegation in Asmara, Eritrea. Ms. Amadei has been working for over 20 

years in European institutions and before Kingston and Asmara, she was posted in Brussels, 

Bogota, and New York (Delegation at the UN). She is also an economist of the University of 

Genoa and holds a diploma in European Studies from the College of Europe in Bruges as 

well as an M.A. in law and diplomacy of the Fletcher School, USA.

Milan antonijevic is director at Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights, Serbia.  

Previously he has been a consultant for the government of the Republic of Serbia, office 

of the Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration as well as executive director at 

Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights, Serbia. Mr. Antonijevic has also been advisor at  

Impunity Watch - Solidaridad. He is engaged in various human rights, rule of law and 

democratization related projects. Mr. Antonijevic holds degrees from the University of 

Belgrade’s Faculty of Law as well as from the University of Bradford.

Karen Beale is an associate professor of psychology at Maryville College in Eastern 

Tennessee. She teaches courses in adolescent psychology, intimate relationships, and 

human sexuality. Her current line of research focuses on the development of sex guilt and 

how that affects future sexual attitudes and behaviors. She currently serves as the president 

of the Board of Haven House a local center for domestic violence. Dr. Beale holds a B.S. in 

psychology from University of Virginia’s College at Wise, an M.A. in psychology from East 

Tennessee State University, and a Ph.D. in developmental psychology from North Carolina 

State University.

ana helena Chacón has been an activist in Human Rights for more than 25 years. 

She served as vice minister of security in Costa Rica, where she was concerned with the 

prevention of social violence, especially violence  against women, and all vulnerable groups. 

Ms. Chacón was also a congresswoman. During her four years as a parliamentarian, she 

coordinated the millennium objectives, especially with concern to sexual health and 

reproductive health. She also fought for civil rights for same sex couples, for a state with 

no official religion by constitution and human development issues that will help to fight 

poverty. Ms. Chacón is currently a member of the United Nation Global Commission and is 

involved in the report on HIV and the law, risks, rights and health.

ty Cobb serves as senior legislative counsel at Human Rights Campaign (HRC), the largest 

LGBT civil rights organization in the United States. He was the lead attorney on HRC’s 

efforts to pass an LGBT-inclusive reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act in 

2013 and to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in 2010.  He was also responsible for working 

with the Department of Justice to efficiently and effectively implement the Matthew 

Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009. Mr. Cobb joined HRC 

after serving as counsel to Sen. Edward M. Kennedy on the Health, Education, Labor and 

Pensions Committee of the United States Senate. He was an associate attorney at Bracewell 

& Giuliani and then Sidley Austin from 2006 to 2009. Mr. Cobb received a B.A. in business 

and American studies from the University of Texas and a law degree from the University of 

Texas School of Law. He is a member of the Victory Fund’s Campaign Board and serves as a 

mentor with the Point Foundation.

Shereen El Feki  is the author of “Sex and the Citadel: Intimate Life in a Changing Arab 

World” (Random House, 2013).  With a doctorate from the University of Cambridge, she 

is a former immunologist turned healthcare journalist with The Economist and Al Jazeera. 

Most recently, she was vice-chair of the UN’s Global Commission on HIV and the Law. She 

is an expert on social change in the Arab region, particularly as it relates to sexual and 

reproductive life, and served as vice-chair of the Global Commission on HIV and the Law, 

representing the Arab region. She is a United Nations Global Expert, a project of the United 

Nations Alliance of Civilizations. Her passion lies in projects that aim to better understand, 

and surmount, the social challenges facing Arabs, particularly young people.

Paul Jansen is currently the director of the Hivos office in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Prior to this, he was a program officer LGBT Rights/MSM & HIV at Hivos, the Humanist 

Institute for the cooperation with Developing Countries, in The Hague, The Netherlands. 

He started working for Hivos in 2007. Before Hivos he worked in various development 

organizations, such as VSO (manager corporate social responsibility programs) and 

Population Services Lanka in Sri Lanka, where he was the project coordinator for the relief 

programs for internally displaced persons in the northwest of the island. He obtained his 

master’s degree in development studies at Utrecht University, The Netherlands. He serves as 

an advisory board member in the Asian-Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health  (APCOM). 

Next to his professional career, he worked for years in voluntary positions to strengthen the 

LGBT community in his city, Utrecht. 
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Marko Karadzic is currently pursuing an M.A. in international peace studies at the 

University of Notre Dame. Previously, Mr. Karadzic was Serbia’s State Secretary for Human 

and Minority Rights from 2008 to 2010. He has also worked for the Belgrade Center for 

Human Rights, Catholic Relief Services, the Council for Child Rights of Serbia and at the 

National Assembly. Mr. Karadzic interned for the International Criminal Court in The 

Hague and for the Justice, Equality, Human Dignity, and Tolerance Foundation in New York. 

He graduated from Belgrade University Law School and holds an LL.M. in international 

human rights law from the University of Notre Dame. He is a fellow of Salzburg Global 

Seminar Session 435, The Rule of Law: Reconciling Religion and Culture in a Constitutional 

Framework, in 2006.

Elizabeth Khaxas is the director of the Women’s Leadership Centre, an organization 

that promotes feminist leadership among young women from various marginalized 

sectors of Namibia’s society. She was a teacher and a school principal for 14 years. In 1998, 

she worked as a Gender Programme Officer for SADC in Gaborone, Botswana. She was a 

founding and volunteer member of both Women’s Solidarity and Sister Namibia, and wrote 

extensively for Sister Namibia magazine, and from 1999 to 2002 she served as the director 

of Sister Namibia. Ms. Khaxas compiled and edited in 2005 and 2008 two volumes of 

writings by Namibian women. She received a B.A., a higher education diploma and a B.Ed. 

degree at Unisa, South Africa, as well as an M.A. in educational administration through 

Deakin University in Australia. 

Maria Kozlovskaya is a lawyer of “Coming out” and the legal program coordinator 

of the Council of Russian LGBT network. On September 17, 2012, Ms. Kozlovskaya made 

a statement claiming that there is no comprehensive antidiscrimination law in Russia, 

the freedom of assembly is violated and no investigations of hate crimes based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity are held. The text of the statement was also presented to 

the Russian Federation official representative in the Council. The statement was based on 

the data of hate crimes, human rights violation and discrimination monitoring.

amy lamé is an artist, broadcaster, writer and producer. She co-presented the Sony 

award winning breakfast and afternoon shows on BBC London 94.9, has appeared on and 

presented countless TV programs, and writes for broadsheet and online publications. She is 

the co-founder of the Olivier Award winning performance company and club night Duckie, 

and the co-founder and co-presenter of homoLAB, a weekly queer culture and current 

affairs podcast. Ms. Lamé recently enjoyed sell-out London shows, UK tour and Edinburgh 

Fringe run with her fourth critically acclaimed solo show Unhappy Birthday. Originally from 

New Jersey, USA, Ms. Lamé studied at the Université de Lyon II, France and holds a B.A. in 

French and humanities from Washington College, Maryland. She has been a Londoner for 

20 years.

Amanda R. Martinez is an assistant professor of communication studies, 

sociology, and education at Davidson College, North Carolina. She has taught a 

variety of courses including Intercultural Communication, Media Effects, Gendered 

Communication in Society, Nonverbal Communication, Rhetorical Criticism, Public 

Speaking, and Argumentation and Debate. Dr. Martinez’ current research agenda deals 

with entertainment media effects on diverse audiences and stigmatized mental health 

issues among Latinos in the US. She is also working on an edited collection of essays on 

transitional era gender issues. Dr. Martinez earned a B.A. in multinational organizational 

studies at St. Mary’s University with a concentration in Spanish, an M.A. in mass 

communication and women’s studies certificate from the University of Houston, and a 

Ph.D. in mass communication and health communication from Texas A&M University.

andriy Maymulakhin is coordinator (director) of Nash Mir (Our World) Gay and 

Lesbian Center, a Ukrainian non-governmental organization based in Kiev. Since its 

foundation in 1998 he has been leader of the organisation and participated in its numerous 

projects – including research, advocacy campaigns, the development and conduct of 

trainings, preparation and editing of publications, etc. As a public person, Mr. Maymulakhin 

stands for equal rights and social inclusion of the Ukrainian lesbian and gay community.

Nicola Mcintyre joined Mama Cash in June 2007 as the director of development 

and communications and is the organization’s executive director since 2008. Prior to 

the appointment, she served for one decade as the vice president of Development and 

Communications at the Global Fund for Women. She served on the Board of the Global 

Greengrants Foundation from 1998 to 2002. She was also member of the International Gay 

and Lesbian Human Rights Commission from 2001-2004, serving as its chair from 2002 to 

2004. She currently serves on the board of the Women’s Funding Network and is a member 

of the Advisory Council of Gender Action. Ms. McIntyre holds an M.A. in urban affairs and 

planning from the City University of New York, Hunter College, and a B.A. in history and 

French from Oxford University, United Kingdom. She is a fellow of Salzburg Global Seminar 

Session 465, Smart Change: Investing in Women and Girls- Leveraging Philanthropy for 

Global Impact, in 2009.

Geetanjali Misra is the co-founder and executive director of CREA, a feminist 

human rights organization based in New Delhi, India. She has developed, implemented 

and managed CREA’s programs in the fields of human rights, sexuality, violence against 

women, and reproductive health and rights. Under her leadership, CREA has developed as 

one of the leading global South organizations working at the intersection of these issues 

at the grassroots, national, regional and international levels. In her professional roles in 

institutions such as The World Bank, Ford Foundation, and Engender Health, she managed 

strategic planning process, providing technical and managerial assistance, including work 

plans and budgets for field offices across program countries in different parts of the world. 

She writes on issues of sexuality, gender and rights, and has co-edited Sexuality, Gender, and 

Rights: Exploring Theory and Practice in South and Southeast Asia. Ms. Misra received an M.A. in 

economics from Syracuse University, Syracuse, USA, and an M.A. in International affairs 

from Columbia University, New York, USA.
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Samira Montiel serves as the ombudsperson for sexual diversity of the Ombudsman’s 

Office for Human Rights of the Republic of Nicaragua. She has held this office since its 

inception in 2009.  Her office supports sexual diversity organizations in the country and its 

mandate includes acting as advisor for the ombudsman, receiving complaints from LGBT 

organizations and providing non- discrimination for LGBT individuals in public services. 

Prior to the role as ombudswoman, Ms. Montiel was a human rights activist for LGBT issues 

in Nicaragua, and founded the country’s first lesbian organization, Safo Group, in 2004. In 

2007, she publicly “outed” herself in the media as a lesbian woman demanding rights for all 

sexual minorities.

Edward Mortimer is former senior vice president and chief program officer at the 

Salzburg Global Seminar. He is currently the Seminar’s senior program adviser. From 1998 

to 2006, he served as chief speechwriter and (from 2001) as director of communications 

to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. He has spent much of his career as a journalist, 

first with The Times of London, where he developed an expertise in Middle East affairs, and 

later with The Financial Times, where from 1987 to 1998 he was the main commentator 

and columnist on foreign affairs. He has also served as a fellow and/or faculty at several 

institutions, including Oxford University, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 

the International Institute of Strategic Studies, and the University of Warwick; and on the 

governing bodies of several non-governmental organizations, including Chatham House 

and  the Institute of War and Peace Reporting, His writings include People, Nation, State: 

The Meaning of Ethnicity and Nationalism (co-edited with R. Fine), and The World that FDR Built 

(1989). Mr. Mortimer received an M.A. in modern history from Oxford University. 

 

Wanja Muguongo is a queer African feminist and movement builder. She is the 

executive director of UHAI, the East African Sexual Health and Rights Initiative, which is 

the only African activist led LGBTI and sex workers rights fund. UHAI EASHRI expands the 

space for LGBTI grassroots activism by providing accessible and flexible funding, capacity 

support programs and platforms of learning. Ms. Muguongo’s passion is to create change 

and societal transformation towards equality, non-discrimination and a respect for human 

rights. 

Siti Musdah Mulia is a senior researcher, activist, and lecturer. She is the first woman 

inaugurated as a research professor by The Indonesian Institute of Sciences in 1999. Since 

2007, Dr. Mulia has been the chairperson of the Indonesian Conference on Religion for 

Peace (ICRP), a NGO which actively promotes human rights, especially the right of religious 

freedom through interfaith dialogues, promoting religious pluralism and democracy for 

peace. She was also a senior advisor of the Minister of Religious Affairs (1999-2007) and 

through that institution in 2004, she launched The Counter Legal Draft of the Compilation 

of Islamic Law that proposed women’s rights in family life. She was also the head of 

Research Division of The Council of Indonesian Ulama (2000-2005) and Secretary General 

of Fatayat NU (1995-2005), an Islamic women organization belonging to Nahdlatul Ulama 

(NU) the biggest Islamic organization in Indonesia. In addition to her role as an activist 

in democracy, human rights and gender issues, she has also served as a visiting fellow at 

various universities and has published many books. Dr. Mulia is the first woman who has 

obtained a Ph.D. in the field of Islamic political thought from the State Islamic University of 

Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta.

aung Myo Min is the founder and executive director of the Human Rights Education 

Institute of Burma (HREIB) and the Colors Rainbow LGBT Rights Project. He was a student 

leader in Burma’s 1988 revolution and the first openly gay man in the democratic 

movement. Mr. Myo Min has been awarded seven international awards for his human rights 

and LGBT rights work, including the 1999 Felipa De Souza award from the IGLHRC and the 

Honor of Courage award from the San Francisco City Board in California. He is a graduate 

of the Human Rights Advocate Program at Columbia University. 

Yoojin Oh is deputy director of the Human Rights Division, Ministry of Justice of the 

Republic of Korea, where she mainly deals with international human rights law. She 

also worked as a human rights officer with the National Human Rights Commission 

of Korea for six years. She served with the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human 

Rights Institutions in Sydney, Australia. Ms. Oh received a M.A.L.D. from the Fletcher 

School of Law and Diplomacy, US. She is interested in establishing a domestic framework 

for implementation of international human rights law, including anti-discrimination 

measures. 

Caleb Orozco is executive president of the United Belize Advocacy Movement with a 

focus on Advocacy around LGBT Human Rights and HIV. His legal advocacy work focuses 

on decriminalization and documenting US evangelical exportation of homophobia to 

the Caribbean. Mr. Orozco is a member of the regional panel that reviews community 

proposals for groups working in HIV, research articles and papers on HIV. He also sits on 

the international Advisory Board for the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 

Commission. His research interests include homophobia in education, security forces, 

policy and law gaps impacting LGBT citizens, as well as crime and violence impacting LGBT 

communities. Mr. Orozco holds a B.A. in business administration.

akkai Padmashali is an activist working as a program manager in Sangama. Her main 

tasks include acting as an advocate for gender and sexual minorities and the sex workers 

community to political leaders as well as the media and other social sectors. She also 

promotes social justice and social inclusion in oppressed communities. Ms. Padmashali was 

a sex worker from 2000 to 2004, but left the profession after joining Sangama. She is also a 

classical singer. Ms. Padmashali was invited by the President of India to attend the Swearing 

in Ceremony of the Honorable Chief Justice Shri Altamas Kabir, Supreme Court of India 

in September 2012. This was first time that this community was recognized and invited to 

such a high-profile event in India.

arsham Parsi is an Iranian Queer Human Rights activist who lives in exile in Canada. 

He is the founder and executive director of the Iranian Railroad for Queer Refugees (IRQR). 

Mr. Parsi has dedicated his life to the Iranian queer cause, and he works tirelessly in order 

to help his fellow queer friends, especially those who were forced to escape from Iran on 

the basis of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity.  He has been interviewed often 

by international major media outlets. In April 2008, his organization was awarded the 

Felipa de Souza Award by the New York-based International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 

Commission (IGLHRC). Two months later, Mr. Parsi’s work was recognized with the Pride 

Toronto Award for Excellence in Human Rights.
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Tunggal Pawastri is the program officer of Rights and Citizenship at Hivos Regional 

Office South East Asia. She is responsible for the management of the Hivos port folio on 

human rights, pluralism, and LGBTIQ in Indonesia and Timor Leste. She has been actively 

promoting women’s rights for almost fifteen years not only in the nation’s capital but 

throughout Indonesia. Ms. Pawastri’s research interests include women, LGBTIQ rights and 

feminism. She envisions equal status for women in terms of social, economic and political 

status; free from discrimination, marginalization and oppression; and,  in the future, 

hopes women will have the freedom to exercise all of their rights. She regularly writes for 

national media outlets and is the initiator of a feminist queer study club. 

Serhiy Ponomaryov is a deputy head of the Department for Observance of Children 

Rights, Non-Discrimination and Gender Equality and head of the Non-Discrimination 

Division in the Secretariat of the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human 

Rights. Prior to joining the Commissioner’s Secretariat in 2012 he worked as a lecturer 

in public administration at Petro Mohyla Black Sea State University’s Institute of Public 

Administration and chaired the Coalition for Combating Discrimination, an association of 

human rights public organizations. His academic interests include discrimination law and 

politics, gender and LGBT politics, and political participation of marginalized groups.

Mr. Ponomaryov holds a B.A. and an M.A. in political science from Petro Mohyla Black Sea 

State University (Ukraine) and an M.A. in public administration from Iowa State University, 

USA. 

Sridhar Rangayan is an Indian filmmaker whose compelling films on gay and 

transgender people present hard-hitting social issues with warmth, compassion and 

humor. His award winning films have been at the forefront of India’s emergent queer 

cinema movement. He has served as jury for prestigious international film festivals 

including Berlinale and Outfest. He is the founder and festival director of KASHISH Mumbai 

International Queer Film Festival, which created history by being the first queer film 

festival to be held at a mainstream theater in India with government permission and is 

India’s biggest queer film festival. He is one of the Founder Trustees of The Humsafar Trust 

and also runs the only dedicated LGBT film production and distribution company, Solaris 

Pictures.

Sudeshan Reddy is the national information officer at the United Nations Information 

Centre in Pretoria. He has held this position since October 2001 and is responsible for 

advocacy on a range of issues, including human rights. Prior to this he served as the 

public information officer at the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Regional 

Directorate for Southern Africa where he served in South Africa, Zambia and Angola. Before 

joining the United Nations, Mr. Reddy was research officer at the Democracy Development 

Program, a Durban-based non-governmental organisation which focuses on human rights 

and the consolidation of democracy in South Africa. He holds an honors degree in African 

politics from the University of the Witwatersrand and is currently undertaking an M.A. in 

mass communication at the University of Leicester. While at University, Mr. Reddy headed 

the students LGBTI organisation, Activate.

laia ribera Cañénguez is a Salvadorian theater actress and lesbian feminist activist. 

She is part of the lesbian theater company Siluetas in Guatemala with which she has 

performed the play “AFUERA” about the experiences of being lesbian in Central American 

societies. She is also part of the women’s theater company PartIDAS in El Salvador, which 

is working on issues related to gender construction through the “theater of the senses” 

and Lecoq techniques, involving dance, music, photography and videography. She has been 

involved in lesbian feminist activism on the local and regional level of Central America, 

Mexico and Europe trying always to link and encourage regional initiatives. Ms. Ribera holds 

a B.A. in translation and interpretation from the Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona. She 

also studied theater studies at the theater school Estudis de Teatro Berty Tovías (Lecoq) and 

holds an M.A. in gender and development from the Universidad de Barcelona.  

Maria Sabunaeva is coordinator of psychological services, counseling psychologist 

and support group leader. She is working for the LGBT Organization “Coming Out” in St. 

Petersburg. Dr. Sabunaeva holds a Ph.D. in psychology from the University of St. Petersburg. 

Fadi Saleh lectures on gender studies at the University of Bayreuth, Germany. His 

responsibilities include designing and teaching courses in the fields of media and literary 

studies that centralize and highlight gender as a necessary category of analysis. In addition, 

he mentors and consults students working on gender-related projects. He is also working as 

a consultant for the Berlin-based Tactical Tech Collective for an upcoming online-security 

project for LGBTs in the MENA region and as a researcher at the Bayreuth Academy of 

Advanced African Studies, where he is preparing for  his Ph.D. project on internet literature 

written by sexual, gender and ethnic minorities in North Africa. His research interests 

include gender and queer theories, African diaspora studies, media and communication 

studies, the internet, transcultural studies, and cultural and literary studies in the 

anglophone world and the MENA region. Mr. Saleh holds a B.A. in English literature from 

Dickinson College, Pennsylvania, USA, and an M.A. in intercultural anglophone studies 

from the University of Bayreuth, Germany. 

Romana Schlesinger is the executive director and founder of the Slovak LGBTIQ 

organization called Queer Leaders Forum. Founded in 2009, the organization is the first in 

Slovakia to declare the aim of equal rights for LGBTIQ people. Previously, she has worked 

as a project manager of the lesbian organization “Museion.” In 2010, Ms. Schlesinger co-

founded the Rainbow PRIDE Bratislava and became its spokesperson. In 2011, she also co-

founded the first ever LGBTIQ community center “Q-centrum” that she has been managing 

since then to provide the LGBTIQ community with free of charge psychological, social and 

legal counseling. Ms. Schlesinger holds an M.A. in journalism.
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Todd Sekuler is currently a Ph.D. student at the Institut für Europäische Ethnologie 

at Humboldt University in Berlin and at the Institut d’Ethnologie Méditerranéenne, 

Européenne et Comparative at the University of Axe-Provence. Among other curatorial 

projects, in 2011 he co-curated a film series at C/O Berlin with the artist Aykan Safoğlu, 

critically exploring a retrospective of Robert Mapplethorpe’s photography. He was a 

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst research fellow from 2007 through 2008, and 

is since 2012 a doctoral fellow within the interdisciplinary program ‘Gender as a Category 

of Knowledge’ at Humboldt University. In his dissertation he explores the relationship 

between gender non-conformity, biomedicine and the French nation-state. Ms. Sekuler also 

holds an M.P.H. in sexuality, gender and health from Columbia University, USA.

Thilaga S. Sulathireh is a freelance researcher and advocate of sexuality rights. As 

an advocate of sexuality rights, she conducts workshops, engages in dialogues with state 

representatives and organizes events that promote equality, diversity and social justice. She 

has presented papers on sexuality, including sexuality and the law in Malaysia and overseas. 

She is currently documenting violence and discrimination against the LGBT population. As 

a freelance researcher, she has conducted research on politics and the national budget. Her 

work primarily focuses on sexuality, gender, politics and social justice. 

Ian Southey-Swartz is a program manager for the LGBTI Program as well as the HIV 

and AIDS Program in the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA). OSISA is part 

of the larger Open Society Foundations (OSF). Prior to joining OSF in 2009, he directed The 

Rainbow Project, then a national LGBT organization and one of the first registered LGBT 

organizations outside of South Africa. Mr. Southey-Swartz holds a B.A. in social sciences, 

an M.A. in psychology and a postgraduate diploma in higher education focusing on the 

development of the adolescent, all from the University of Cape Town.   

Lesego Tlhwale is a writer for Inkanyiso.org, a blog that publishes personal stories, 

poems and creative writing of LGBTI individuals in South Africa. Inkanyiso is an 

organization that uses artistic and visual activism to advocate and promote LGBTI human 

rights. Prior to joining Inkanyiso in 2012, Ms. Tlhwale worked as a link project coordinator 

and journalist for “Behind The Mask,” an online news magazine that covers LGBTI stories 

across the African continent and internationally. In this role, Ms. Tlhwale built strong 

relationships with LGBTI individuals and organizations in Africa, as well as reporting on 

issues of human right violations in African countries that criminalize homosexuality. Ms. 

Tlhwale holds a national diploma in media studies and journalism and currently is studying 

towards a B.A. in communication science at the University of South Africa.

Johnpromise ikenna umeozuru is working as a unit administrator at Social 

Services in London and is a spiritual leader at House of Rainbow Fellowship. Mr. Umeozuru 

studied philosophy and theology at Urban University Rome, Italy. He also did a post-

graduate diploma in business administration from International School of Business Studies 

London and graduated with distinction in 2011 before completing an M.A. in business 

administration from Cardiff Metropolitan University Wales, United Kingdom.

Teyo van der Schoot works with Hivos. For several years he managed the portfolio 

of some 30 counterparts in Bolivia and Ecuador. Thematic areas of partner organizations 

included microfinance, organic agriculture, community forestry, gender, human Rrghts, 

AIDS, and arts & culture. Since 2005, he has been program manager for Human Rights 

& Democratization at Hivos, leading a team of ten staff members at head office and six 

regional offices of Hivos. His main areas of expertise are human rights, good governance, 

accountability, impunity, indigenous peoples’ rights, LGBT rights and child labor. Through 

SNV (Dutch organization for technical assistance and development cooperation) he worked 

eight years in Peru, first as an advisor to a farmers’ organization promoting development 

projects in Quechua communities in Puno; and then as visiting professor at the Faculty of 

Sociology of Cajamarca University, setting up action research with farmers’ movement 

Rondas Campesinas claiming participation in regional development processes. He holds 

an M.A. in rural sociology and development studies from the Wageningen Agricultural 

University in the Netherlands.

Dennis Wamala is a human rights activist working on gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

transgender and intersex (LGBTI) issues in Uganda. He is the program manager of 

Icebreakers Uganda, which is a care and support organization for LGBTI people in Uganda. 

Mr. Wamala is the vice-chair of the board of Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG) as well as the 

country coordinator of Other Sheep Uganda, which is a multicultural ministry for sexual 

minorities. Mr. Wamala has a wealth of experience in LGBTI human rights issues and health 

issues with regard to men who have sex with men (MSM), working on many local and 

international projects. He holds a degree in economics from Makerere University, Kampala, 

Uganda. 

Matthew Weinert is director of Graduate Studies and associate professor of global 

governance, international law, and international organizations in the University of 

Delaware’s Department of Political Science and International Relations. His research 

focuses on moral and legal change in global politics, and he is particularly interested in 

the human dimension of global politics. He is the author of Democratic Sovereignty: Authority, 

State, and Legitimacy in a Globalizing World (University College London, 2007), and Making 

Human: World Order and the Global Governance of Human Dignity (University of Michigan Press, 

forthcoming), as well as several articles and book chapters on human security, sovereignty, 

human rights and international ethics. He earned a B.A. in international relations from 

Boston University, an M.A. in international relations and international law from The 

American University, and a Ph.D. in international studies from the University of Denver’s 

Josef Korbel School of International Studies.  
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Saskia E. Wieringa is honorary professor at the University of Amsterdam, holding the 

chair on women’s same-sex relations cross-culturally. From 2005 until 2012, she was the 

director of Aletta, Institute for Women’s History in Amsterdam. She is also the co-founder 

and presently secretary of the Kartini Asia Network. Dr. Wieringa has a long experience of 

activism in both the women’s and third world solidarity movements. Since the late 1970s 

she has conducted research on women’s movements, sexual politics and same-sex relations 

in many parts of the world, particularly in Indonesia. She has helped set up women’s 

studies programs in the Caribbean, Namibia, the Sudan and Bangladesh. She has lectured 

widely in Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Singapore and South Africa.  Dr. Wieringa has written 

and (co-) edited more than 30 books and over 200 articles. She is a member of the Advisory 

Board of the Dutch Institute for Human Rights and regularly holds training conferences on 

women’s human and sexual rights.

Fadi Zaghmout is a social media specialist, blogger and author. His first novel, Aroos 

Amman was published in Arabic in Jordan on January 2012. It is a a feminist novel that 

addresses issues of gender and sexuality in the city of Amman. Mr. Zaghmout is currently 

working on an M.A. in creative writing and critical thinking at Sussex University, United 

Kingdom. Prior to that, he worked as a social media specialist for a USAID project related to 

water, energy and environment in Jordan. He has been an active blogger since 2006, and he 

is one of the most followed tweeters in Jordan with more than 200,000 followers. 

hui Zhang currently teaches as an assistant professor at the East China Normal 

University’s Institute of Anthropology in Shanghai. With teaching and research activities 

mostly based in Shanghai, his recent research projects focus on newly emergent forms of 

urban culture, issues of cinematic representations of body and desire, and technology of 

self and governmentality. His interdisciplinary and multi-methodological research approach 

tries to bring together ethnography, critical analysis of media representations as well as 

cultural policy discourses. Prof. Zhang currently offers undergraduate and graduate courses 

on sociological studies of gender and sexuality, political anthropology, queer culture and 

cultural studies. He is also working on a gender/sexuality education project sponsored 

by the Ford Foundation, which aims to foster more critical insights into issues of gender 

and sexuality on the college campus. He obtained a Ph.D. in cultural studies from the 

Department of Education, University of California, Los Angeles, USA.

Dan Zhou has been practicing law as a licensed lawyer in China for 14 years.  He is one 

of the first few Chinese gay men whose name has ever positively appeared in local, national 

and international major media, including TIME magazine. Moreover, he is the first openly 

gay lawyer in mainland China who has ever spoken out for LGBT rights. Mr. Zhou has 

been playing a pivotal role in LGBT rights activism in China by engaging in public dialogue 

and education, and doing legal advocacy. In addition, he published, in 2009, Pleasure and 

Discipline: Jurisprudential Imagination of Same-sex Desire in the Chinese Modernity, the ground-

breaking monograph in Chinese language on the dynamics of same-sex desire, law and 

modernity in China. He holds a master degree in law from Renmin University of China.

Clare Shine was appointed vice president and chief program officer of the Salzburg 

Global Seminar in 2012, after a career spanning law, business and the arts. She is a 

UK-qualified barrister with 20 years’ experience as environmental policy analyst for 

inter-governmental organizations, national governments, the private sector and NGOs. 

A bilingual French speaker and professional facilitator, Clare is an Associate of the 

Institute for European Environmental Policy and member of the IUCN Commission on 

Environmental Law. Her work and publications have focused on biodiversity, international 

trade, governance, transboundary cooperation and conflict prevention, with in-region 

capacity-building across four continents and the Mediterranean Basin. She has played an 

influential role in biosecurity policy development, working as legal adviser to the World 

Bank, European Commission and Council of Europe. Clare has been a regular freelance 

contributor to the Financial Times arts section since 2003. She began her career in industry 

after studying literature at Oxford University and holds post-graduate degrees from London 

University and the Sorbonne University, Paris. 

John lotherington is program director at the Salzburg Global Seminar. Prior to 

that he was director of the 21st Century Trust in London. He began his career in history 

education and maintains an interest in that area. His publications, as editor and author, 

include The Communications Revolution (Ankara: Medcampus, 1995); Years of Renewal: 

European History 1470-1600 (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2nd ed. 1999); The Seven Ages 

of Life (London: Centre for Reform, 2002); The Tudor Years (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 

2nd ed. 2003); and introductions to The Florentine Histories by Niccolò Machiavelli (New 

York: Barnes & Noble, 2004) and The Book of the Courtier by Baldassare Castiglione 

(New York: Barnes & Noble, 2005). He is a trustee of the Foundation for Democracy and 

Sustainable Development, and a fellow of Goodenough College, London. 

Kathrin Bachleitner is a program associate at the Salzburg Global Seminar. Prior to 

this assignment, she has worked at various government institutions such as the Austrian 

Foreign Ministry, The Liaison Office of Salzburg to the European Union in Brussels and 

the Government of the Federal State of Salzburg, Office for Women’s Affairs and Gender 

Equality. Her research interests include conflict management, development and gender. 

She holds a master’s degree in political science from the University of Salzburg and an 

M.A. in international relations and economics from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 

International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University, Washington, DC.

STaFF:
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louise hallman is the editor at the  Salzburg Global Seminar, assisting with online 

editing and in-house journalism projects. She is responsible for creating online content 

for the Seminar’s website, from preview features on the upcoming Sessions to interviews 

with the Fellows, as well as podcasts, social media updates and monthly newsletters. 

Originally from England, Louise studied in Scotland, and holds an M.A. in international 

relations and Middle East studies from St. Andrews and an M.A./P.G.Dip. in multimedia 

journalism from Glasgow Caledonian. She has worked primarily in the NGO sector as a 

press freedom advisor/inhouse journalist for the International Press Institute in Vienna 

and as a project manager/editor for WAN-IFRA; she also has undertaken numerous 

internships at various news organizations, including Al Jazeera  English, the Press 

Association and local newspapers and radio stations in Scotland.

Sydnor Taylor is currently an intern for the Salzburg Global Seminar. She was born 

in England and spent much of her childhood there before moving to the US to be closer 

to her mother’s family. Having attended middle and high school in Virginia, she then 

went on to Marlboro College in Vermont to study politics, particularly international 

development policy, as well as sociology and anthropology. She participated in a study 

abroad program in Botswana focused on language and culture during her time at 

Marlboro and is currently finishing her thesis after taking a break from school to work 

locally, in Charlottesville, Virginia, particularly at an animal shelter.

Edward Thacker holds a B.A. in geography from the University of Leeds. There he 

wrote his dissertation on urban squatting in London and its relationship to degrowth, 

a concept that rejects the paradigm of economic growth while exploring how an 

equitable downscaling of production and consumption can increase human well-being 

and enhance ecological conditions. Since leaving university last summer, Edward was 

an intern for the parliamentary campaign Local Works, promoting the Sustainable 

Communities Act, a new, radical piece of legislation that provides the only ‘bottom-up’ 

democratic process existing in England. During this time, Edward has also been involved 

with the Friern Barnet People’s Library, a DIY community project involving activists 

from the Occupy Movement and the local community that has transformed a closed-

down public library into a fully functioning community hub and site of resistance.
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For sixty-five years, the Salzburg Global Seminar’s mission has been to bring young and 

established leaders together to develop creative solutions to global concerns. Emphasis is 
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