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OVERVIEW

MULTI-YEAR SERIES
SALZBURG SEMINAR AMERICAN 
STUDIES ASSOCIATION

The study of America has long 

played a vital role in the history 

of Salzburg Global Seminar. For 

decades, scores of prominent 

intellectuals have gathered in 

Salzburg to examine and debate 

American politics, foreign policy, 

economics, literature, history 

and culture, and America’s role 

in the world. 

More than 30 American themed 

seminars have been organized 

under the auspices of the 

Salzburg Seminar American 
Studies Association (SSASA) 
and its precursor, the American 

Studies Center.

For more info please visit:

m ssasa.SalzburgGlobal.org

Ever since Salzburg Global Seminar was founded in 1947 as 
the Salzburg Seminar in American Studies, critical dialogue 
about American society, history, literature, culture, politics, 
economics and law has played a vital role in our organization’s 
development and legacy. The annual symposia now convened 
by the Salzburg Seminar American Studies Association focus 
on key questions and conflicts influencing American society 
and culture, in order to foster understanding of how these are 
influenced by, and influence, the rest of the world.

This landmark session in 2017 has particular resonance in the year of a new 
US Presidential Adminstration. Drawing on the seventy years of cross-border 
exchange that began at Schloss Leopoldskron in the aftermath of war, this 
multi-disciplinary conversation will examine what the “American Dream” 
means in today’s world and assess progress in the United States towards 
fulfilling that potential. Participants will discuss the quality of life and sense 
of justice in the United States from a contemporary perspective, including 
the domestic and global implications of the new Administration in a visibly 
polarized society.

Life in America is predicated on fair and equal treatment and the expectation 
of protection by constitutionally-assured rights and justice. Issues such 
as civil rights, personal safety, pluralism, and access to educational and 
economic opportunities both challenge and contribute to the quality of life of 
Americans of every age, gender and ethnicity.

The session will explore historic events related to social progress and literary 
reflections of the nature and quality of life and justice in America. The 
function of legal and political institutions at federal, state, and local levels will 
be examined alongside qualitative dimensions of family, social and personal 
lives to better understand changing patterns and risks to the social fabric.

Our ultimate purpose will be to compare the historic “Promise of America” 
with today’s realities, and to forge ideas and projects that help towards 
realizing a good life for all in America.



Salzburg Global Seminar

SESSION FORMAT

The five-day session will be highly participatory. Daily thematic 
presentations by distinguished speakers will be followed 
by plenary discussions, as well as panels on topical issues 
focused on interaction with participants. Afternoon sessions 
will include small thematic discussion groups, providing 
multiple opportunities for all participants to share their 
knowledge and expertise on equal terms and to build new 
alliances and research projects.
 
Focusing on the context of the Constitution and the judicial system, 
the 2017 session will consider such issues as: economic equality and the 
distribution of wealth as it relates to race and gender; the  management of 
policing and civil rights; fair application of legal protection; availability 
of employment and equal opportunity; as well as other aspects that 
contribute to or otherwise relate to the quality of life.

Participants will situate this analysis in the contemporary context and be 
able to discuss and evaluate the implications and likely impact of changes 
implied by the election proposals of the new President as well as policy 
decisions taken during the first months of the new Administration.

RON CLIFTON
Former Associate Vice 
President of Stetson 
University and Retired 
Counselor in the Senior 
Foreign Service of the 
United States

SESSION CHAIR

NANCY GERTNER
Honorary Professor Former 
Federal Judge for the U.S. 
District Court, District of 
Massachusetts; Senior 
Lecturer on Law, Harvard 
Law School

FACULTY

Further faculty to be announced
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QUESTIONS AND ISSUES

Issues to be addressed during the session include: 

•	 How do demographic changes and immigration issues reflect social 
tensions and raise questions and problems about the quality of life for 
those concerned?

•	 How and in what way has the availability of education affected mobility 
and fostered success and/or failure in America?

•	 How do social and economic class stratification relate to and affect the 
quality of life, fairness, well- being and justice in American life?

•	 In what way does the distribution of wealth, parity of income and 
availability of employment opportunities affect and contribute to 
fairness and justice?

•	 What does the nature and degree of incarceration indicate about justice 
and the quality of life? 

•	 How have these matters changed and/or evolved over the past seventy 
years?

•	 Does the American justice system function fairly and in what way might 
it benefit from radical change?

•	 How does the electoral system and congressional representation 
promote and support or otherwise affect and represent fairness, equality 
and justice?

•	 How and in what way are policy proposals and changes by the new 
administration likely to affect life, justice, health and welfare of 
Americans?

RELATED SESSIONS
 
Images of America: 
Reality and Stereotypes 

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/

ssasa14 

 

The Search for a New Global 
Balance: America’s Changing 
Role in the World 

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/

ssasa13

Defining America: 
New Writing, New Voices,  
New Directions 

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/

ssasa12

Sustainability and the City: 
America and the Urban World  

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/

ssasa11

Screening America: 
Film and Television in the  
21st Century 

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/

ssasa10

Resistance and Readiness: 
Immigration, Nativism and 
the Challenge of Ethnic and 
Religious Diversity in the  
US and Europe Today 

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/

ssasa09 
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Salzburg Seminar American Studies Association (SSASA) 
symposia connect scholars and thought leaders from around 
the world to build collaborative networks for research and 
critical debate.

The 2017 session – the 15th SSASA symposium – will bring together 
approximately 40 participants from more than 25 countries. In addition to 
public and private sector professionals, participants will include academics 
teaching about the United States in universities across Asia, Africa, the 
Middle East, Central, Eastern and Western Europe, as well as the United 
States. We actively encourage participation by sociologists, representatives 
of the legal profession, immigration experts, civil rights activists, and other 
individuals working on issues at the heart of protecting and improving 
contemporary life in America and ensuring its constructive global 
involvement.

PARTICIPANT PROFILE
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The session’s primary goal is to foster intellectual analysis and 
discussion between professionals and academics about the 
factors that have contributed over the last seventy years to the 
contemporary reality of life and justice in America and which 
might affect the future.  

University professors from around the world who teach about America 
will acquire and refine content to convey to their students through active 
discussions about America and its democratic future.

By sharing knowledge and expertise, participants will contribute to 
critical thinking on issues affecting life in contemporary America and 
suggest priorities and strategies for improvement and progress to fulfill the 
American promise of a better life for all.

As we examine the last seven decades of America’s progress, problems and 
challenges, and the promise to itself and the world to provide a good life 
with fairness and justice, we will try to identify challenges for the future to 
help fulfill the American Dream and the Promise of America.   

SESSION GOALS AND IMPACT

LATEST REPORT

The report from SSASA 14 

Images of America:

Reality and Stereotypes 

 is now available online to 

read, download and share 

m SalzburgGlobal.org/go/ 

ssasa14



ABOUT SALZBURG GLOBAL SEMINAR

Salzburg Global Seminar is an international non-profit organization 
founded in 1947 with a mission to challenge present and future leaders to 
solve issues of global concern. More than 30,000 people from nearly 170 
countries have participated in our programs over seven decades. 

Our vision is to shape a better world by forging breakthrough 
collaborations to bridge divides. Salzburg Global designs multi-year 
programs to accelerate human, urban and conflict transformation and help 
organizations and change-makers achieve results at scale. We convene 
outstanding people across generations and sectors, aiming to catalyze 
transformative impact and long-term engagement through alliances, 
networks and projects on the ground. Our work is sustained through 
strategic partnerships, earned income and philanthropic support.

Our secluded and inspiring home at Schloss Leopoldskron in Salzburg, 
Austria – built in 1736 by the Archbishop of Salzburg, restored by the 
Salzburg Festival’s co-founder Max Reinhardt, used by Hollywood for sets 
in The Sound of Music, and now an award-winning hotel – allows us to 
welcome all participants in conditions of trust, openness and creativity.
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