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Why this topic and why now?  

The United States is always in flux. In a sense, change is 
its defining quality and recent demographic movements 
and technological developments are transforming all 
aspects of cultural expression and reshaping social 
and creative interactions. New writing in new voices is 
suggesting new directions.

This session will examine the impact of these transformations on 
American experience and analysis.  Are these new voices assuming greater 
significance? To what extent are novelists, poets, dramatists and those 
involved in the growing field of non-fictional prose engaged in a dialogue 
about American identity, or has that conversation moved elsewhere? 
Questions linger as to why and in what direction the United States is 
moving and whether contemporary work produced by Americans retains 
what might be called distinctly “American” characteristics.

In addition, forms of writing, publishing and book-selling are themselves 
being transformed. We note the gradual disappearance of bookstores 
and the power of online sales, the emergence of the graphic novel, blogs 
which develop into books, and self-published works appearing on literary 
prize lists. What is the impact of these changes on literary expression 
and cultural liveliness in America today? Are books on paper a dying 
technology?

We will examine new and established writers, listen to their literary and 
cultural voices and try to determine where America might be headed. To 
do so we invite a mix of the academic and the practitioner interested in 
contemporary aspects of creative American writing. 

Participant Profile
Salzburg Global Seminar will welcome approximately 50 participants from 
25 countries around the world to the symposium. The majority of the 
participants will be university professors of American Studies, specifically 
those teaching and conducting research on American literature and 
American cultural studies themes. We will also welcome academics and 
practitioners interested in the current challenges faced by the publishing 
industry, as forms of writing and publishing are being transformed. 
Participants will examine the impact of these changes on literary 
expression and cultural liveliness in America today.

Defining America:
New Writing, New Voices, 
New Directions

SESSION CO-CHAIRS

Paul Lauter
Allan K. & Gwendolyn Miles 
Smith Professor of Literature, 
Trinity College; 
Editor, Heath Anthology of 
American Literature, USA

Ron Clifton
Former Associate Vice President, 
Stetson University;
Retired Counselor,
Senior Foreign Service of the 
United States, USA



Session Format
There will be short presentations by designated speakers, followed by 
plenary discussion. There will also be one or more panels by senior 
participants, In addition, a number of small theme-based discussion groups 
will be organized, focusing on areas of interest selected by participants 
before arrival in Salzburg.

Key Questions
Questions participants will consider throughout the session will include 
the following:
• What are the demographic changes that relate to the new voices, new writing 

and evolving direction and cultural creative future of the United States?
• Can we still refer in any meaningful way to distinctly American novels, 

poetry, theatre, etc. or have technological and demographic changes in 
the United States changed cultural agendas entirely?

• Has the spread of the Spanish language and importance of ethnic 
groups changed the definition of the American experience?  

• Are new authors and artists telling us something original and 
compelling about the changing culture of contemporary America?

Outcomes and Impacts
Through this session, Salzburg Global Seminar seeks to achieve the following:
• Provide university professors with the latest information about the 

literary and cultural voices in contemporary America, and their impact 
on American life, for transmission to their students

• Examine the current challenges to the publishing industry and their 
impact on literary expression

• Encourage inter-university exchanges of speakers and students in areas 
related to American Studies

ABOUT SSASA
Since Salzburg Global’s founding in 1947, with the first American Studies program at 
Schloss Leopoldskron, the study of America has played a vital role in the history of this 
organization. For decades, scores of prominent intellectuals – academic and non-academic 
– have gathered in Salzburg to examine and debate American politics, foreign policy, 
economics, literature, history and culture, and America’s role in the world. More than 
30 American themed seminars have been organized under the auspices of the Salzburg 
Seminar American Studies Association (ssasa.salzburgglobal.org) and its precursor, the 
American Studies Center. 
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“  I appreciated the very deep 
analysis of the subject and 
inspirational expression, which 
sometimes has reached poetic 
beauty – let me summarize 
in that way my impression 
of Salzburg Global Seminar. 
And many thanks to everyone 
who has created that. The 
discussions and lectures have 
showed me a completely new 
world map of critical thinking, 
new tendencies of desires to 
discuss. This experience has 
deconstructed my way of 
imagining where the centers 
of criticism are now, and the 
feeling that they have in some 
way “emigrated” from their 
usual places is increasingly 
coming to me. ”
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The mission of Salzburg Global Seminar is to challenge current and future 
leaders to solve issues of global concern. To do this we design, facilitate and 
host international strategic convening and multi-year programs to tackle 
systems challenges critical for the next generation.

Originally founded in 1947 to encourage the revival of intellectual dialogue in 
post-war Europe, we are now a game-changing catalyst for global engagement 
on critical issues in education, health, environment, economics, governance, 
peace-building and more. From the start, Salzburg Global Seminar has 
broken down barriers separating people and ideas. We challenge countries at 
all stages of development and institutions across all sectors to rethink their 
relationships and identify shared interests and goals.

Today, our program framework has three cross-cutting clusters and addresses 
the underlying questions that hold keys to human progress: Imagination, 
Sustainability and Justice.

Our exclusive setting at Schloss Leopoldskron enables our participants to 
detach from their working lives, immerse themselves in the issues at hand 
and form new networks and connections. Participants come together on 
equal terms, regardless of age, affiliation, region or sector.

We maintain this energy and engagement through the Salzburg Global 
Fellowship, which connects our Fellows across the world. It provides a vibrant 
hub to crowd-source new ideas, exchange best practice, and nurture emerging 
leaders through mentoring and support. 

Why Salzburg?


