PRE-ACADEMY WRITING ASSIGNMENT - ME/WE STORIES
The following assignment must be completed prior to coming to the Salzburg Academy on Media and Global Change. This assignment is designed to provide us all with some common language and direction around the issues we’ll be exploring in Salzburg this summer.

This pre-academy assignment is due on July 10th 
Part One - Me Story
Tell a "me" story about yourself and the important events that made you who you are, with an emphasis on how you communicate with others.

1. EXPLORE - go to http://salzburgacademyme.wordpress.com and explore the 2013 Academy students and their "me" stories.

2. WRITE - In 300 words, compose a narrative that explores...

· Who you are: Where do you come from? What are your interests and passions? What’s most important to you in life? What have been the experiences/people that have had the most impact on you and why? What are the challenges or difficulties you are facing now?

· What kind of media you consume/use, how you engage with that media, and what role they take in your professional life. These can be websites, citizen journalism outlets, blogs, forums, social media, TV shows, Reality TV, TV broadcasting, internet broadcasting, art, videos, films, music documentaries, radio shows, magazines, newspapers, etc. Ask yourself about the following: How do they shape who you are? How do they inform your worldviews? What media do you feel is most useful? Wasteful? How interactive are you with media? What influences do media have on your personal relationships (family, friends)? Professional? Where do you think it has improved the quality of your life? And what do you think it has taken away?

3. SHOW - Attach one visual image that best represents your "me" story. It can be a photo you took, a drawing, or a craft.
Part Two - We Story
Tell the "we" visual story of your community, with an emphasis on how your community engages (or doesn't engage) with challenges.

1. EXPLORE - Go to http://salzburgacademywe.wordpress.com and explore how the 2013 students understood and expressed their communities.

2. WRITE - Mapping community. In 300 words, compose a narrative that explores the community you are a part of and how you engage in them. Reflect on the following questions.

· Who is part of your community? Who or what defines your community? Is your community homogeneous or diverse? Are there visible inequalities? Does your community support its members and their individual preferences such as religion, sexuality, physical features, etc? Is freedom of expression promoted? Are there any rules to be part of your community, or are you part of it by the mere fact of where you were born? What do you expect from your community? Are there any expectations that your community has of you?

· Media in Your Community. How do media influence your communities? Do independent media exist? Which is the biggest challenge your country faces when it comes to informing its citizens? How do your communities use social media? Does citizen journalism exist in your communities? Think about how media influences your community and the decisions that are made, or how individuals act depending on this impact.

3. SHOW - Attach one visual image that best represents your "we" story. It can be a photo you took, a drawing, or a craft.

Part Three - Media Identity Survey
Finally, after you have completed your Me & We Stories, visit the link below to answer some questions on the role of media in your life.

MEDIA IDENTITY & STEREOTYPE SURVEY
DIRECT LINK: https://www.research.net/s/DZ3DYP8
TURNING IN ASSIGNMENTS
Each student should send two emails to salzburgacademy@gmail.com no later than JULY 10th.
1. The first e-mail should have the subject line: Last Name, First Name, Me Story. You should paste your story into the body of the e-mail, and attach your image as a JPEG.

2. The second e-mail should have the subject line: Last name, First Name, We Story. You should paste your story into the body of the e-mail, and attach your image as a JPEG.

REFLECTING & VIEWING OTHERS STORIES
Each student's "Me" and "We" stories will be posted online by July .

· Me Stories: http://salzburgacademyme.wordpress.com
· We Stories: http://salzburgacademywe.wordpress.com
Please visit the sites and read the profiles of your fellow Academy members before you land in Salzburg!!!!!!
